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7 iars-Sweet, Dok Buillng, 


Man can ſhew me 4 Bigot who is not an ignorant 
Slave; for Bigotry is a Slavery of the Soul to certain 
| religious Opinions, Fancies or Stories, of which the 
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As it is rare to find a Slave who is not a Bigot, 10 


ant? /L 


Bigot knows la or nothing, and Damns all that do. 
Trenchard. 
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„ N. B. LECTURES CGCTiFIL ad 

RELIGIOUS SUBJECT'S. are De- 

| livered at the Oratory in Villars-Steeet, York- 

Buildings, Twice every SUNDAY, viz. at ELEVEN. 

c' Clock in the Morning, and TrrEE in the 

Afternoon. 1 ; | „ : — 1 LN 
The SEATS FREE. 


 GeNTLEMEN, 


I preſent Lecture is the following Words, 
which you will find in the A&s of the Apoſtles. 


T H E Subject that we have choſen fot our 


| New therefore why tempt ye God, to put a Yoke 
upon the Neck of the 7555 which neitbel 
our Fathers nor we were able to bear? 


122 
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l Man is unſocial and ſavage, de- 


very Individual little better 
than a Beaſt of Prey to the reſt 


Heart and the ſtrongeſt Head, or however in- 
creaſed, by the affociated Luſtre of many fuch, 
is inſafficient in itſelf, to purge off this conſtituti- 


onal Proneneſs to Vice, or point out a proper 


Medium, to reconcile Paſſion with Reaſon, and Ap- 


petite with Virtue. A third Aſſertion, equally ve⸗ 
nerable with the two former, is, that Religion, or 


the revealed Will of the Deity, was the only effe- 


tual Means to anſwer this great and neceſſary 
End. To which is added, that, 'thro' divine 


I 2 Goodneſs, 


IS a received Opinion, that 
without Culture the Mind of 


pra ved and corrupted, and e- 
of the Species. *Tis likewiſe, | 


n advanced, that the Light of 
Natüre, however clear and vigorous in the pureſt 
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| Goodneſs, ſuch a Revelation has Twice actually 
taken place, in a formal ſyſtematical way ; firſt 
by Moſes, and ſecondly by the Meffiah ; beſides 
the occaſional Correſpondences of God with Adam, 
Enoch, Noah, and Abraham ; his ſupplimental 
Meſlage to his diſobedient People, and their ido- 
latrous Kings, by the Prophets; and the Deſcent of 
the Holy Spirit upon his Apoſtles, 
On theſe Preſumptions, Religion is at this 
— Houreſteemed the principal Duty of Society; 
and, tho' mere Men might fooliſhly imagine, | 
their own Eaſe, the Intereſt of their Families and 
Friends, the Service of their Sovereign, and the 1 
Welfare of their Country, to be the natural Buſi- i: 
dels of Like, our ſpiritual Guides afſare us we axe | 
never more miſtaken ; affirming, that the Duties 
of the Altar, and the Calls of Devotion, are in- 
Enite ly more important; according to the Text, 
What would it profit à Man, to gain the whole World, 
F he ſhould loſe his own Soul 5 Whence they con- 
clude it both juſt and modeſt to expreſs them- 
{elves, on all publick Occaſions, Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, Power Eccleſiaſtick and Civil, 
Church and King, and the like. 
| Now, Gentlemen, granting all this to be right- 
reverend Truth, of the more Conſequence Reli- 
gion is to Government, of the more Conſequence 
it is to us to beware of Impoſition : Tho' the Deity 
cannot err, Man may ; and if Truth 1s infallible, 
tis more than we allow the Pope himſelf. Reve- 
lation, without Doubt, deſcended from above, but 
it was many Ages ago; and, tho' the Apo- 
files, both received the Holy-Gho/# themſelves, 
and had the Gift of conferring it on others, at 
_ preſent, there does not ſeem to be the leaſt Trace 
of it remaining; nay we don't ſo much as know, 
when, or why, that miraculous Inf] ee a 
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'Tis expreſsly ſaid, that to believe, was all that Wl 
was required to attain it, either in Few or Gentile ; | 
it was natural, therefore, to imagine it would 
continue till the whole World was converted, 
or, at leaſt, while there was any Faith to be found 
to deſerve it. This, however, is certain, that if 
neither the Meſſiab, or the Holy-Spirit, have ſuffi- 
ciently revealed what we are to underſtand by 
the Duties of Religion, and a ſort of divine Re- 
ſidents, or reſident Divines, are ſtill neceſſary for 
that great End, they of courſe ſhould have had \d 
a Reſerve of this extraordinary Grace, by way |} 


of Credentials, to demonſtrate the Truth of 
their Miſſion; eſpecially as we are told, that 1 
falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe, who, if it were poll ble, 4 
9⁰%¼ d deceive even the Elect. Thus, tho' certain 
Perſons gravely declare themſelves ſpiritual Heirs, 
in a right Line, to the Apoſtles, we have only their 
bare Words for it; and, unleſs they could Ae 5 
their Claims as their Predeceſſors did, it does not 4 
ſeem very reaſonable to believe them I ſay 1 
again therefore, we muſt beware of Impoſition: il 
*Tis a known Maxim, that the beſt things cor- 4 
rupted are the worſt; and, if any Set of Men bl 
whatever pretend to peculiar Priveleges, without Il 
peculiar Talents to deſerve them, or peculiar Li 
Authority from Heaven to command them, it q 
looks more like Preiſt- craft than Inſpiration ; and [| 
we cannot guard ourſelves too ſtrictly againſt 1 
ſo formidable an Enemy. In "Temporal Affairs, i 
where all Men are acknowledged equal Judges i 
for themſelves, *tis almoſt impoſſible tor Oppreſ- 1 
ſion to diſguiſe itſelf ſo as not to be detected; { 
or, by uſurping any mock Majeſty whatever, to i 


_ preſerve itſelf from being expoſed and puniſhed 1 
in the End as it deſerves. But in Spirituals, What n 
Abſurdities have not been palmed upon theWorld, | 
forthe moſt ſacred Truth? What Cruclty hes not | 
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been let looſe, under the awful Name of holy 
Zeal? What Frauds have not been ſanctified by 
the tremendous Name of God himſelf? and, What 
_ dreadful Tyrany has not been authorized, aceord- | 
ing to them, by divine Permiſſion, Grace, Juſtice, 
and all the Power and Majeſty of Heaven? inſo- 
much that, thro' all Hiſtory, it appears, more 
| Miſchiets, Ruin, and Confuſion, have viſited Man- ; 
| Kind, under the Cloak of Religion, than all the * 
bloody Conteſts, which Ambition or Avarice has | 
ſet on foot, for Property, Dominion, Glory, or 
Revenge. Nay, hardly one of thoſe ever com- 
 menced, without ſome Pretence from Religion, 
cither in its Beginning or Conſequence. Tyrant 
and Prieſt, Religion and Perſecution, G and 
Mammon, ſharing almoſt in every Page of the Re- 
cords of Time. Neither did the Religion fartheſt 
trom Truth, moſt inconſiſtant with Common-Senſe, 
moſt unworthy in its Choice of Deity, moſt uſeleſs, 
or moſt deſtructive to the Ends of Life, want its Au- 
thorities, Oracles, Prieſts, Myſteries, Initiations, 
and Proſclytes. Nor that which was moſt noble 
and elevated, moſt agreeable to our ſublimeſt Ideas 
of a firſt Cauſe, or beſt calculated for the Good. 
of the Univerſe, fail of falſe Friends, Traitors to 
the Dignity of the God-head, and the Welfare of 
Mankind! who made it their Buſineſs to cor- ; 
rupt and debaſe it, to makeitaSnare for Wealth, - 
Power, Titles, and Greatneſs (tho' every ſuch 
, mercenary Step reverſcd its very Uſe and Eſſence) 
and ſtigmatize thoſe for Hereticks, who doubted 
their Interpretations, queſtioned their Forgerics, 
or pointed out their helliſh Deſign, of inſlaving 
Men in this World, under the Pretence of con- 
ducting them to a better. By which righteous | 
Artifices of theirs, Religion has appeared ſo maſ- 
_ queraded, from Age to Age, that thoſe 1 
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- moſt deſirous to be acquainted with her, hard- 
ly knew her; and all the weak and ignorant, in a 
| Body, blindly worſhipped a gay painted Pro- 
Bein her ſtead, en 
| Ho then, Gent lemen, ſhall we diſentangle our- 
ſelves from this perpl exing Maze of Artiſice and 
Pride? how diſtinguiſh the Idol from the Deity, 
| and ſeparate human Inſtitutions from divine Ap- 
| pointment?I anſwer, by Reaſon; Reaſon, our firſt 
| Acquaintance, our oldeſt Friend, the only Touche - 
tone that God has given us to diſcriminate be- 
_ tween Truth and Falſhood ; and which is as in- 
fallible as Ithuriel's Spear, when it operates on 
proper Objects: that is to ſay, within the moral 
Sphere of human Principles and human Acti- 
ons: For, when it ventures beyond, it loſes its 
very Name, and becomes Phrenzy: Matter, Space, 
Duration, Spirit, and Deity, being as inacceſſible to 
Enquiry and Knowledge, on one Hand ; as the 
Nonſence of the Mob, or the metaphyſical Jargon 
of the Schools, on the other. But, tho? Reaſon 
is thus limited, tis ſtil] Reaſon ; as the Sight, or 
_ Hearing, are {till Senſes, tho* the Muſick of the 
Spheres, and the Subſtance, Shape, and Magni- 
tude of the Stars, are out of their Reach. *Tis 
5 fruitleſs, there fore, to call it an lpnis-fatuus a 
f deceitful, glimmering Flame; for if it is no Guide 
in itſelf, it muſt light us to what is: And, how= 
oF ever it has been undervalued, for low and mer- 
"4 cenary Ends, no Preference can be given to this 
or that Religion without it. God himſelf, who 
A. gave us that Power of diſtinguiſhing between 
- Good and Evil, requiring no arbitrary Obedience, 
1 but convincing the Mind firſt, in order to reform 
+ the Will. For, were it otherwiſe, real and pre- 
tended Revelation would have equal Authority; 
and any God-Smith whatever might ſhackle us 
with what Creeds he pleaſeee. Lis 


* 
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( 40 ) 


"Tis Reaſon, therefore, pure uncorrupted Rea | 
ſon, which muſt lead us out of this inſnaring La- 
birinth ; and its firſt and moſt natural Office is, to | 
|  1nquire for the readieit Path. And here, Gentle- I 
| men, a Crowd of officious Guides, intrude them -N 
| ſelves immediately, whether you will or no; all | 
| pretending to have the ſole Clue; and each, 

making a Monopoly of Heaven. Firſt, the tem 
perate Indian, with his viſible Gods, the Sun, and 
Fire, its Repreſentative here below. Next, the J 
Jew, with his Roll of Ceremonies, and his two 1 
Tables of negative Morality, inforced by Curſes } 
and Promiſes, in the awful Perſon, of God him | 
ſelf: boaſting an Eternal Covenant, ratity'd in 
the midſt of Thunder, and dreaming of a fu=  _ 
ture Saviour, who ſhould compel all the Nations 1 
of the Earth to wear his Yoke, Then, a mix'd „ 
Mu .ultitude of Chriſtiaus, compoſed. of Greeks, Ro= | 
mans, Lutherans, and Calviniſis; all deitying the 
bleſſed Meyrah, and profeſſing to obey his Pre- 1 
cepts; while, in Contempt of all Charity, they give 
each other to be roaſted in Hell-Flames, with- ql 
out Redemption. Laſt of all, the fierce Arabian, 
aſſerting, with ſome Reaſon, that God, diſpleas'd 
with his two firſt Favourites, has made a new 

Election; breathing a Spirit of Luft and Domini- 
on, and yet glorying in a more refined Morality, 
than, according to him, was revealed, either to 
_ Chriſtian or Few; ſince his Beneficence extends 

even to the Brutc-Creation, and becomes at once 
both a Duty and a Virtue. Now, Gentlemen, 
amidſt ſuch an Aſſemblage of oppoſite Torrents, 

Reaſon muſt, indeed, be fore beſet. To liſten to 
| one, is to draw down the Vengence of the Reſt ; 
| and te seid all alike, is tobe damn d by ell a- 
like, For Zcal, icems to be, a natural Enemy to 
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Charity; and, if you will not enter into Paradiſe 
by his Gate, He will do his utmoſt to bar up all 
TIE ( 53 
But, however great the Doubts and Difficul- 
1 ties are, which ſurround us in ſuch a Circumſtance, 
I tis evident, that Conviction muſt come from 
Ns within; of courſe, we muſt be determined by our 
| _ own Judgment, not the authoritative Dictate of 
1 another's; according to Paul, Let every Man be 
| fully perſwaded in his own Mind; and in another 
1 Place, not as having Dominion over your Faith. 
From whence tis manifeſt, that what is addreſſed 
| by Revelationto theUnderitanding, muſt be as clear, 
© os ſimple, and concluſive in Argument, as appa- 
1 rently innocent and beneficial in Practice: ren- 
P - dring needleſs, the awkard Help of ſubtle Gloſ- 
1 ſes, and verboſe Commentaries; which muſt ei- 
ther imply, that ſomething is deficient, or the 
Nee condemn themſelves of Imper- 


| 
: 
| 
| 


| tinence, or worſe ; agreeable to what is ſome 
where ſaid by the ingenious Mr. Dryden, of 
A | P hvyſiciuns. . | 


God never made his Work for Man to mend. 
Beſide, Gentlemen, the Goſpel, which is, and ought 
to be, the fundamental Rule of our Faith, was 
firſt preached to the loweſt of the People, the 
Apoſtles themſelves being of no higher Quality; 
and what is at one time delivered in Parables, 
is always explained by the great Maſter to his 
Diſciples at another: If, therefore, the ſacred 
Doctrines were intelligible to them, they are at 
leaſt the ſame to us, and Chriſt himſelf has given 
us an Abſtract of the whole, which the weakeſt 
Head cannot miſtake, or the moſt treacherous 
Memory loſe, Love God, and ſerue_ankind / on 
theſe two Commandments, ſays he, depend all the 
Lam and the Prophets. And, after his Reſur- 
— TTT —— 
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rection, his whole Charge to the Apoſtles is 


equally conciſe, Baptize the Nations, aud teach 


them to _ whatever I have Commanded you. 
So obviouily evident, ſo ingenuoully fimple, were 


the Meſſrah's own Inſtitutes; and yet, tho“ fo 


many I houſands follow'd him for the Loaves 


and Fiſhes, it appears in the Ads of the Apoftles, © 


that he made. but a Hundred and Twenty Con- 
verts: a ſtrong Inſtance of the Inattention and 
Neglect of Mankind to unadorned and naked 


Truth. On the contrary, as foon as the Hojy- 
Gb deſcends, and the Diſciples. ſpeak with 
Tongues, as many are made in one Day, as their 

Maſter had miraculouſly fed before. Nut obſerve 
the Confequence, Gentlemen, as ſoon as the Church 
grows numerous, Diſſenſions ariſe; tho' every 

Individual was inſpir'd with the Ho/y-Spirit, Some 


Phariſees among them could not. find in their 


Hearts to part with their Darling Ceremonies, but 
lad a ſtrong Inclination to graft the Goſpel: on 
Circumciſion and the Law of Moſes e which, ſays 


the Text, occaſioned great Diſputes, till Peter, a- 


riſing, declares, that God bad witneſſed in Tauour 
of the Gentiles, by giving them the Holy-Ghoſt . 
even, ſays he, as he did unto. us, and put no Die- 


rence between us aud them, Purifying their Hearts 
by Faith. Now, therefore. why tempt ye God, to put 


.a. Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples, which neither 


our Fathers nor we were able to bear? Pray obſerve, 


Gentlemen, theſe remarkable Words are no ſooner 
_ uttered, but James ſeconds the Moderation of Peter, 


and an Epiſtle is wrote to the Heathen Proſelytes, 
injoining only theſe Reſtrictions, That ye ab/fain 


from Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 


Things ſtrangled, aud from Fornication : from which 


he keep yourſebves, ye ſhall do well, You fee, Gen- 
tlemen, I hop? W your Edification, that the Trap- 


Nun 
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2 pings and Garniture of Religion was one of the 


firft Stumbling-Blocks, even to the primitive 
Church: But then we have the Pleaſure, at the 
fame Fitne, to hear it called a 7oke by a principle 


moving the Bondage of Superſtition, and reſtore- 
ing that Liberty which had been for ſo many Ages 


loſt, according to St. Paul, Stand faft, therefore, 
be not intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage; 


 Whence then this ſtrange and unwarranted Alre- 


chriſtian Yoke, which neither our Fathers nor we were 
able to bear © Shrewd Queſtions theſe, Gentlemen, 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; and the beſt way 
to anſwer them, I believe, will be to engage St. 


that, juſt as he is on the Wing for his as T. 


Paradiſe, he recolledts ſome broken Ideas of a re- 
- torimed Church, which he reſolves to take in his 
Way, in order to part in ſome Charity for Man- 

Rind. We muſt likewiſe fu 


and had no other Quarrel with the Church of 
Roe, but that the Chair of Infallibility could not 


be at the ſame Time, in the Vatican and at Lam- 


bub. We mult foppoſe, I fay Gentlemen, the 


1psftle fets out when Land drove ſo furiouſly 
to Church-Power, chat he could preſume to tell a 
ee G 2 Member 


Apoſtke ; and, as tuch, effectually diſpenced with. 
An Example, one would have thought, which 
thight have ferved for an Authority to all future 
1imes : Eſpocially, when tis farther conſider'd, 
that the New Tefament uniformly glories in re- 


ration, this Parade of Modes and Forms, this Pa- 
geantry of Title and Oſtentation, this Weight of 
| Perguilitesand Revenue, this odd Medley of Am- 

baſſadorfhip and State Dependency, this Anti- 


ppoſe, that t was un- 
der the Adminiftration of forme Proteſtam-Prieſt, 
who wore a Mitre, like his Holineſs's Triple Crown 
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Member of the Houſe of Commons, He hoped ſoor 
to ſee the Day,when never a Jack (Gentleman in Eng- 


land ſhould dare to ftand before his own Chaplain, 


dit h his Hat on. For, with Reſpect to the Time 
being, we muſt not dare to think for ourſelves, 
either in Religion or Politicks. No, whatever 
we fear, or whatever we feel, our Superiors will 
tell us we have no Authority to complain; and 
that tis our. Duty to believe all Stateſmen Pa- 
triots, and all Biſhops Saints: Nay, theſe Doc- 


trines are not only the Mode of the preſent Times, 


but have received an equal Sanction from the paſt. 
For, even in the Reign of Father Peters over James 
the Second, and Pope Laud over Charles the Firſt, 
we were told the ſame : and if any other Period, 


equally critical, ſhould ariſe in future Times, 


without a Spirit of Prophecy, one may ven- 
ture to declare, that proper Perſons will. not be 

wanting, not only to inforce them with Arguments, 
but even with Fire, and Sword; to prevent the 
Growth of Schiſm in the Church, or Diſaffection 

in the State. In a Word, every, Age muſt confine 
its Satire to the preceeding one: whereby the 
Humour of Cenſure will be vented ſafely, and 


Perſons in Power may enjoy their Vices as ſecure 


from Detection and Reproach, as they are from 


the Laws; and Manners will be ever SO 
e 


85 
and never Reformed. On this unexceptionab 


_ Hypotheſis is, Gentlemen, Peter muſt take his 


Tour, and tho', by his Privilege of Immateriality, 


he might introduce himſelf to the Cloſets, Studies, 
and moſt ſecret Retirements of his reverend 
Followers, we'll take it for granted, he is too 
much a Gentleman to make uſe of any ſuch Ad- 
vantage, but that he will confine his Enquiries 
to their Calls to the Goſpel, Ordinations, Doc- 
trines, Ways and Means to attain Preferment, 


Vis 


* 


hae had waſted his former; that a fourth, of a true 


( 45 ) 


Uſe and Application of Power, and their open and 


avowꝰ'd Conduct, mani feſted by Words and Actions 


to all the World; This premiſed, let us imagine 


that his firſt Interview is with a Knot of ſpiritual 
Candidates, waiting in the Biſhop's Anti-Cham- 

ber, to be examined by his Chaplain, if qualified 
for Holy-Orders ; and that, full of his Notions of 
a late Reformation, he conceives every one of 


them to be either prompted by a holy Zeal for 


God, or an overflowing Love for Mankind; or 


_ elle, that theſe were the Flower of a whole Dio- 


ceſe, collected together by the peculiar Dili- 


gence and Care of his Lordſhip, for their ſuperior 
Abilities, profound Learning, or examplary Lives: 


But how great is his Aſtoniſhment, when he diſ- 
covers that one came to qualify himſelf only — 20 


take Poſſeſſion of an overgrown Benefice, which 
was in the Gift of his Family, without the leaſt; 


View beyond receiving the Income, and putting in! 


a 1 1 
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a Deputy todo the Duty, as cheap as poſſible ; that 


another was bred up to the Miniſtry, as to a 
Trade, which was to refund the Expence of his 


Learning with Cent per Cent Profit; that a 
third had waſted his Youth as a Lay-Man, in 
Riot and Debauchery, till his Fortune was ex- 
hauſted, and now took Sanctuary in the Church, 


to add Hypocriſy to the reſt of his Vices, and 9 


acquire a new Subſiſtance more infamouſi than 


phariſaical Spirit, had an Itch to mount the Pul- 
pit, to diſplay his Parts, maintain the Rights of 
the Church, and dictate to Men wiſer than him- 


ſelf, to whoſe Charity he ow'd the very Latin and [ 


Greek: which was the narrow Baſis of his Vanity 


and Preſumption; all being admirably deſcribed 


in the Text, which ſays, that wwhere the Carcaſs is, 
be Ravens will he gathered together, And now 


1 
W. 


| _ meis of Faith; a Man who ſtudied Truth, not to 
mamake the beſt of a ready>made Scheme, and baked 
Prevarication more than he coveted Prefermet; 
in ſhort, a Man who dared to make ufe of his 
Conſcience, and declare himſelf an Enemy to 
Craft of all Sorts. Matter of Offence enough to 
-* diſqualify a Man for a Mitre! and, accordimgly = 
his Reverence the Daputy<Porter to the Church, 
for the Time being, bluntly turns the Key apon 
im at once : You have dared, fays he, to make 
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ties, plays the Catholick, Presb 
tiſt, Quaker, Deiſt, takes up all ſorts of Hereſics, 


away the Merit of implicit Obedience, which is He- 
reſyof the rankeſt Sort, and, therefore, the Church 
"excludes you from her Bofom for ever : On which, 
Pcster, a little ſtarted at fuch a Spirit of Reforma- 
tion, ventures to put in. Surely, Friend, you have 
reverſed your Inſtructions, admitted thofe you 
ſhould you have refuſed, and refuſed thoſe you 

| houldhave admitted, 4 te rep dons Jes 


4) 


we may. ſuppoſe the Deputy-Inquiſitor enters, 


and, with a e y Command ot Countenance, 
proceeds to Buſineſs; that is to ſay, propoſes Que- 
rics, raiſes Doubts, chops Logick, cites — 
ian, Anabap- 


attacks the Syſtem from all Quarters, and exer- 
ciſes his Punies in its Defence, as tho? Saturn him- 


ſielf covered the Siege: But finding the Veterans = 
ſtanch, and the freſn Men docible as Heart could 


wiſh, calls for Teſtimonials for Form's-Sake, nails 


chem to the Letter of the Articles, and pron ; 


lucky Interval, as one would imagine it, enters a 
"Candidate of a quite different Caſt; a Man who 


thought rhe Miniſtry of God's Word required 


Purity of Manners, as well as the Oftentation. of 


Learning, the Merit of Zeal, or the Righteouſ- 


tree with the Father of the Faithful, and explaih 


N 


4a). 
be call'd a Houſe of Prayer, but you have made it a 
Den of Thieves. Es ſevere ſebuke, on the o- 
ther Hand, nettles the ſpiritual Turnkey ; his 
Face kindles like a Coal from the Altar, and he is 
ready to call down Fire from Heaven, to extir- 
pate ſuch a Heretick from the Earth: while the 
Apoſtle thus proceeds, Sirs, ye kyow that by this 
- Craft <e have our Wealth, was the Argument of 
Demetrius the Silver-Smith of Diana, and what 
Paul inewr'd ſuch imminent Danger to deſtroy : 
Will you therefore preſume to build the Goſpel 
of Truth on the ſame Foundation ? or hope, that. 
thoſe, who have the ſacred Teſtament before their 
Eyes, can or will be deceived by ſuch manifeſt 
Forgeries ? Can you pretend that theſe reverend 
Jugglings have the leaft Authority from the Re- 
ligion you profeſs, or the Scriptures you affect to 
revere fo much? Nay, is not the whole calculated 
to confound the Underſtanding, and puzzle Com- 
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were coined? yes, I appeal to yourſelves, has any | 
one Man, among you, the Shadow of an Image 
of what he ſo ſolemnly ſwears to believe, and fo 
unjuſtly forces upon others? What is this then, 
but to ſtumble at the very Threſhold of Faith, 
and fly in the Face of your own Conſciences, in 
} Order to inſlave the Laity with. a Toke which nei- 
| ther our Fathers nor we were able to bear © If, on 
thbce other Hand, you recur to the Shelter of hu- 
man Laws for Subterfuge, remember you are, 
from that Moment, diveſted of your ſacred Am- 
baſſadorſbip from Heaven, and become but mere 
S Strate-Tools, obliged to ſubſcribe what you are 
bid, not what your own Judgment witneſſes "ul 
— . b he 


E 


be honeſt and juſt; a Circumſtance which puts 
1 all Church Eftabliſhments on a Level, from Rome 
to Geneva; nay, you may throw in Indeflan and 
þ Conſtantinople into the Bargain! to this miſerable - 
Dilemma, then you are reduced, That, either, 
you muſt ſubſcribe in the Dark, thro? ſtark Ig- 
norance or Stupidity, and then *tis impoſſible 5 
you ſhould be quality'd to teach others; or, if with 
the Light of Reaſon full upon the Object, and 
your Eyes broad open, tis as impoſſible that you 
ſhould not be Converts to the Craft of Demetrius, 
rather than the Truth of Paul — Now, tho' I am 
perſwaded your Hearts muſt ſimpathize with e- 
very Word I have ſpoke, yet, as I know *tis not 
your Buſineſs to be convinced, I'll endeavour to 
put all Defence, or even Reply, it poſſible, our 
of your Power. _Obſerve, therefore, that tis ſaid 
be one of the Apoſtles, if any Man has not the Spi- 
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% 1 of Chriſt, he is none of his; wherein then docs 
| it appear that you have this Spirit of CHriſt? Not 
 FFtan your Garb and Appearance; he was an Enemy 
to Robes and Oftentations of every Sort: Not in 
i your Port and Behaviour; he was meck and ö 
owly: Not at your Tables and Entertainments; 5 
he abhorred Luxury and Riot: Not at your 1 
Prayers; he explicitly forbid vain Repetitions : 
Not in your Articles of Faith; he damned no Man 
for not believing what he could not underſtand: 
Not in your Zeal for Tythes, and Chur n 
Authority; he claimed no Power, had not even 
a Penny to pay Taxes, nor a place to lay his 
Head. And, to make ſhort; not in your Suits, 
Controverſies, and Perſecutions; for he was all For- 
giveneſs and Charity, *Tis his own excellent 
Saying, The Tree is known by his Fruit; and if 
yon hade not the Spirit of Chriſt, you are none of his. 
While Peter is yet ſpeaking; and his clerkly 
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Auditory are ready to burſt for want of Vent 
to the Overflowing of th-ir Godly Spleen; re- 


greting above M-aſure, that they had not the 


Convenience of an Inquiſition but one Week in 


a Year; his Lordſhip himſelf enters with an 


affected Humility, by way ot Surplice over his 


real Pride; and, as Peter prepares to accoft him, paſ- 


ſes thro? with a running Bow, excuſing his Duty 
to the Church, by his Devotion elſewhere, and 


his Zeal for the Good of the Nation. And, while 


the reverend Groupe remain ſtill fixed in a Poſture 


of Adoration, Drive on was the Word, and the 


Chariot rolls off almoſt with as much Speed as 
Elijab's to Heaven. However, Gentlemen, we 
mult ſuppoſe our Apoſtle, determined not to let 


bim eſcape fo, but to trace him thro? all his Dou- 


bles, till an Occaſion offered to hold him at bay, 
and oblige him to hear at leaſt; tho' nothing 
leſs than a Miracle could do more. And whi- 
ther drives this prieſtly Jehu ſo furiouſly ? To 
reclaim the Apoſtate ? To confirm the Doabttul ? 
To promote obſcure Merit? To ſerve God, his 


Country or Mankind ? No, theſe are vulgar Du- 
ties and beneath his Dignity : His Buſineſs is to 
challenge the Reward of his loyal Drudgery tor 


reducing his Sub- alterns to Order, for qualifying 

the ſtubborn Old, and tutoring the tractable 

| Young ; for ſetting his Mark on all who were 

God's Elect, that is to ſay, who were of the right 

Stamp; and, in a Word, making Church and 
State to anſwer like a Couple of Tallies - You 
will naturally ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, that ſo uſeful 


an Implement does not wait long for Admittince. 


On the contrary, every Door ſeems to open ſpon- 
tancouſly to him, and every other Suiter gives 
him way : But Peter, tho' cloſe at his Heels, has 
the very ſame Doors flung in his Face. For it 


ſeems 
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ſeems *tis a Maxim there for Prelacy to be re- 


cejived and Sanctity ſhut out; At which Time 


this Place is as inacceſſible as the Holy of Holies: 
bur for quite different Reaſons, and has more 


need of a Veil than the Ark itſelf — For, when 
Policy and Religion generate, the Birth muſt. 


needs be a Monſter ; and who knows but that 


| Monſter may be the real long-diſputed Ami- 


Chrift ? Infinitely out of Humour with ſuch a Sam- 


ple of Reformation, as ?*tis natural to imagine, 


our Apoſtle reſolves to employ this Interval in 


examining the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
Churches; and a Criſis, like that before menti- 
oned, never fails to unmaſque every venerable 
Hypocrite, and make them vie with each other 


in Zeal and Loyalty; as if a Biſhoprick, or 


| Deanery at leaſt, were the only Paths to Heaven: 

For when Oppreſſion is to be ſanctified, and Pre- 
cedents for Grievances are to be extracted from 
holy-Writ, 'tis the Harveit of theſe Temporiſers; 
and they ſeldom negle& to apply the Proverb to 


their own Advantage; accordingly, from one 
Pulpit he hears for the Cry, Let every Soul be 


ſubjed to the Higher Powers, for there is no Power 
but of God; from whence is concluded that Tyran- 


ny itſelf has likewiſe a Right divine, and tis the 


Duty of the Herd to ſubmit to be fleeced or fleyed, 
buy their Paſtors of both Sorts at Diſcretion. There 
is no Power but of God, being uſed as ſuch a knock 
don Argument, that for a Subject to withdraw 
his Allegiance from his Prince, 1s to deny the 


Authority of God; to be guilty of Treaſon 
againſt his Prince, is Sacrilege with reſpeCt to 
God; a Revolt from Him, is Apoſtacy from God; 
a Reſiſting Him, is oppoling G; Revelling a- 
gainſt Him, is Fighting with God; ſetting up a 


new Title, is introducing a Plurality of God- 


heads; 


— — 


tion of Heaven more Wiſdom. 


Laſt, with reſpe& to the Church, was to put a 


2 


heads; the Obeying an Uſurper, is Idolatry; 
the Slandering his Anointed, a Blaſpheming God; 
and even blaming his Conduct, quarrelling with 
JJ... Ee: 7 
Another Reverend Father, wraps himſelf round 
with Court-Sack-Cloth, and embalms the Dead, $4 
by way of Incence to the Living. From him, te 
Apoſtle hears with Aſtoniſhment, that never but 
once before Virtue lived embodied on the Earth, - | 
and now only, and not till now, Aſtrea took her, 
Flight to Heaven. That, in molt Inſtances Qua=,,.., , | 
lity diſtinguiſhes Merit, but here Merit adorned "= 
Quality; that Envy itſelf gave way to Admirati- 4 
on, and owned even the moſt exaggerated Hyber-- 
boles could not praiſe too much; that, in fine, I mm 
mortality could not beſtow more Perfection, tage 


Forms of Angels more Beauty, or the Converſa- 


WT 7" L* 


A third urged moſt pathetically, that Thoſe who | 
ſerved at the Altar ſhould live by the Altar, and 
Was as furious for the divine Right of Prelacy 
as his zealous Brother, for that of the Lord's 
Anointed : With him, the Church was as abſolute 
in Spirituals, as the Civil Magiſtrate in Tempo- 
rals ; and the leaſt Invaſion from any Quarter 
whatever, was worſe than the Seven deadly Sins; 
that if any thing ought to unhinge the Loyalty 
of the Subject, it ought to be the Firſt Treſpaſs | 
from the Sovereign, tho' ever ſo minute, on the | 
Power or Poſſeſſions of thoſe who miniſter in 
Holy Things; that Tythes arc appointed by the 
Old Teſtament, and Charity recommended by the 
New; conſequently, the Firit was theirs by a 
75 Inſtitute, and to attempt to forecloſe the 


Stop to good Works, and rob God of his Glory. ö 
A Fourth refined upon all the Reſt, With him 

dot only Kings and Queens, were nurſing Fa- 
5 1 -:. a" _þ 
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thers and nurſing Mothers, and our Spiritual 


Guides the indiſputable Succeſiors of the Apoſtles, 


and Embaſſadors of Sod; but every Vicar and 
Curate were our natural Leige-Lords in Spiri- 


tuals; and every Miniſter of Power, from a Lord 


of the Treaſury to a Meſſenger of State, was te 
be reverenced and obeyed : It being a ſort of 
Petit- Treaſon, even to breath a Complitct againſt 
any, or either of them: For it is Written, Thon 
ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the Rulers of my People; 


Whence he ingeniouſly derives a Ray of Ma- 
| Jeſty to every Spark of Power, and logically con- 
cludes, that what is ſacred in the W hole, mutt be | 

the ſame in every Part. 5 


With theſe, and ſuchlike Topicks of Reforma- 


Ha: our Viſitor | is almoſt every-where harangued, 
within the Influence of Court-Sun- ſhine, and the 
gilded Proſpect of preferment. But not a Word 
any where, of ſuch Points as theſe : As in 
Deuterenomy, Moſes ſpeaking of the King to be 
| choſen from among the People; neither ſhall he 
: great! 'y Multiply to Himſelf, Sitver and O . In 


Kings, If thou wilt be a Servant unto this People this 
Day, and wilt ſerve them, and anſwer them, and 


ſpeak good Words to them, then will they be thy Her- 


wants for ever. — In the Proverbs ikewiſe, A roar- 
ing Lion and a ranging Bear, is a wicked Ruler over 


the e poor People. And laſtly, The Prophet, which 


ba preſume, to ſpeak a Word in my Name, which 
have mtcommanded him to ſpeak, ſhall dye. 
Thus convinced of the Jemper and Spirit of 


theſe Demi-Catholicks, Peter turns his Eye from 
the Speakers to their Auditories; and with Ad- 
miration obſerves the profound Inſenſibility, 
which ſcems to reign among them all: Not a 
Whifper, not a Muſcle betraying the leaſt Re- 


ſertment of ay declared Slaves doth 1 in 1 Body 
- and 


() 


and Soul, even by thoſe, whoſe very Subſiſtance 
depends on the Beneficence and Generoſity of 
their Anceſtors, with the Bible before them too, 
in their own Native Language, with their Eyes 


open to the Oppreſſions and Deluſions of their 


Neighbours, and with the Experience of paſt 


Times to warrant their Zeal for the Progreſs of 


Reformation. _ 1 e 
To account, therefore, for this ſtrange Infa- 
tuation, he turns over the Annals of our Story, 
ſeoerutinizes into our Principles of civil and religious 
Policy, our Characters and Conduct, 00, fn l 
moſt in every Page, Examples of every Virtue; He- 
roes that lived and died the Martyrs of Honour, 
Patriots of their Country, and Saints of their 
Religion: But that our Virtues lived no longer 
than they were oppoſed; for whatever Averſion 


we had to Tyranny of all Sorts, however im- | 


patient under the Yoke, however determined to 
remove it, however happy in effecting it; we 


laboured rather to have Liberty in our Power, 


then make it ſecure for the Time to come. Hence 
the Oppreſſor puniſhed, the Oppreſſion remained; 
and, from the moſt intractable, we became all at 
once the moſt complaiſant People in the Univerſe ; 
ſo that, like S;#phus and his Stone, we ever had, and 
perhaps ever ſhall have, the very ſame Task to 
accompliſh thro? all Eternity. Þ 


\ Concluding, therefore, this was one of our 
Periodical State-Lentors, and ſtimulated with a 
noble Zeal'to reſtore us to a Senſe of our Intereſt, 
Glory, and Virtue; let us now, Gentlemen, take 
the Liberty to ſuppoſe that he lays aſide his ob- 
ſcure Diguiſe, and that, like himſelf, with Truth 
to prove his Apoſtleſhip, and the Goſpel to autho- 
rize his Precepts, he appears in one of our moſt 
frequent and moſt auguſt Aſſemblies, and thus 


deliyers bimſelf. Men, 


. 


(4) 


Aen, Brethern, and Fathers. Tis an eſta- 
bliſhed Maxim of the divine Maſſiab's, That ye 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon; and tis a manifeſt 
Concluſion from it, that thoſe who devote them- 
ſelves to the Adminiſtration of holy things, ought 
to have little or no Commerce with the things of 
this World. This is the uniform Tenour of 
_ Chriſtianity ; and Titles, Power, and Revenues, 
are not only not recommended by it, but abſo- 
lutely and expreſsly renounced ; My Kingdom is 
ot of this Worid +, take no thought for To-morrow, 
ſaying, what ſhall we Eat, Go thy Way, ſell what- 
many more Prccepts of the like Nature demon- 
àttrate, that ſclf-Denial was the fundamental Prin- 
_ elple of the Goſpel, and that Men ſhould firſt 
begin to mortity their own Paſſions, before they 
_ undertook to reſtrain thoſe of Others: By this ſhall 
i Meu know that ye are my Diſciples. It was to 
be their firſt and moſt glorious Diſtinction, and it 
remains to this Hour, the only Teſt by which we 
can judge of thoſe who call themſelves his Mi- 
niſters. Tis not therefore barely to profeſs 
Cbriſtianity, or bow at the Name of Jeſus, or 
Practiſe any other out ward Symptom of Devotion 
whatever, that proves we are his Diſciples. No; 
our Lives and Actions maſt warrant our Pro- 
feſſions; and if thoſe are repugnant, we are Hy- 
pocrites, and not Diſciples. . This is fo flagrant 
a Truth, that I think there is no one here before 
me, who will preſume to diſpute it; and if it is 
not to be diſputed, With what Face would any 
Man, or Body of Men, pretend to make Innova- 
tions in the Doctrines, Maxims, and Government 
of the Church of Chrift, without a Shadow of 
Authority from him while on Earth, or even the 
Sanction of any After-Revelation to prevent Scru- 


_ ples, 


erer thou haft, and give to the Poor, all which, and 


( 3) 


ples, or ſatisfy Enquiry ? for, on the contrary, while 
he lived, when he died, at his Reſurrection, and 
after the Deſcent of the Holy-Gboft, his Syſtem is 


ſtill the ſame, to reform, not inflave Mankind ; 


Nor did any of his Apoſtles aſſume a delegated 
Power of eftabliſhing ſuch Innovations, or, like 


Meſes, declare they had received a Pattern from 


their Lord, of Ceremonies, Creeds, and Myſteries, 


— 4 * —— —_— 
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which required an abſolute implicit Obedience, 


on certain Pains and Penalies, which were left 


to them to appoint at Diſcretion. In a Word, 


Faith and Charity, univerſal Charity is the Sum 
of their Precepts, as well as the Meſſiab's, and 
tetis fooliſh to ſuppoſe, that after their Commenta- 
ries on the Principles and Practiſe of the Meſſiab, 
the World ſhould ſtand in Need of any other. 
If therefore, any ſuch Innovations have intruded 


on the Church, they are of Men, and, tis more 


than probable, the worſt of Men: Now every 
Thing is an Innovation which is not immediately 
recommended by oy or his Diſciples, or to be 


_ obviouſly deduced from their Doctrines; and 


| Whatever has a Tendency to Oppreſſion and 
Slavery, is not only not authorized by them, but 
diametrically oppoſite to the whole Purport of the 
Goſpel : He himſelf declaring, My Joke is eaſy, 


and my Burthen is Jight and one of his Apoſtles 
after him, Why therefore tempt ye God, to put a Joke 
upon the Neck of the Diſciples, which neither our 
Fathers nor we were able to bear, Every Step, there- 
fore, to corrupt the Purity and Simplicity of the 
_ Goſpel, and conſtrain it to be the Tool of Impo- 


| ture, Avarice and Ambition, is putting a Toke upon 


the Neck of Believers, and manifeſtly proves 


that none but the worſt of Men would be guilty 


of it. Nor are you to flatter yourſelves, that 
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what is bad in itſelf, can be good in its Conſe- 
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quences 2 cannot ſerve God and Mammon: 
Whatever ſpecious Pretences then have been made 
Uſe of, every ſuch Corruption of Truth is both 


an Affront to Reaſon and Revelation, and has no 


other Point in View, but the Introduction of 


Worldly Power, and grafting Prieftcratt, on that 


Very Faith which was revealed in a manner to 
deſtroy it — Thus, when the Diſintereſtedneſs 
Integrity, and Conſtancy of the primitive CHriſt- 
ans, had got the better of Perſecution, and Truth 
by its owns Power eſtabliſhed itſelf; when even 

the Magiſtrate grew a Convert to it, and a Criſis 
Was offered to exalt Human- Nature to its higheſt 
Pitch of Perfection; then the Fathers of the Church 

changed Manners with the Times, and, by ſeeing 


themſel ves of Importance to Kings, reſolved to 
put in for a Share of their Authority: But as this 


was not practicable all at once, or without the 
Cloak and Cover of Religion, the Word Spiritual 
was tacked to Power, and 't was exerciſed on the 
Bodies of Men, tor the Benefit of their Souls. »Tis 
the Imperfection of Mankind, that the Virtues 
and Vices neareſt a-kin, grow up in the ſame 
Conſtitution and the ſame Age together; thus 
Religion and Superſtition flouriſhed on one Stalk, 
and the fame. Arguments which made Men 
Chriſtians, prepared them for Bondage. Hence 
theſe reverend Impoſtors were eaſily admitted to 
the Privilege of going Halves in Government; 
but, not contented with that, and greedily indea- 


vouring to ingroſs the Whole, were in manifeſt 


Danger of loſing what they poſſeſſed. Oppreſſion 
will make a wiſe Man Mad; and what was ſo ſe- 
verely, felt and univerſally complained of, natu- 


rally drew on Enquiry and Examination; a Teſt, 


which Falſhood and 2 can neither indure 
or forgive: Accordingly, as ſoon as Men opened, 
3 | their 
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their Eyes, Truth could not be concealed; and 
what was fo apparently a Grievance, as loudly 
called for a Reformation - A. Reformation, my 
Fellow Chriftians, which, honeſtly and impartially 
conducted, muſt have ended in a total Abolition 
of all the ſpurious and unprofitable Pageantry, 
Which Fraud and Wickednelſs had ſuperinduced 
upon Religion -- The galling Tcke which neither 
cr Fathers or we were able to bear? On this Occa®» 
ſion the Goſpel, which had been long impriſoned = 
in Cells and Convents, was again ſet free; and 
made again the Inſtrument of ſetting free Man- 
kind. As ſoon as this heavenly Light appcared, 
Infallibility, Image-worſhip, Prayers to Saints, 
Purgatory, Penance, Abſolution, the divine Right 
of Epiſcopacy, and a thouſand other Forge rics, va- 
niſhed like tv many Dreams; Tor not being of 
God, they could not fland : This was the great, and 
prevailing Reaſon to deſtroy them; *rwas thought 
abſurd to call that Chri/fianity, which had not the 
leaſti Authority from Chrift, or to render the Goſpel 


of Liberty, 4 Toke -which neither ur Fathers nor 


due were able to bear If, therefore, *twas right 
and cquitable to carry on this great Work thus 
far, for the ſake of Liberty and Truth, Why was 


a Period put to it ſo ſoon? And, it a Reformation 


was intended, why did it end in a Compromite ? 
If any one Innovation was obnoxious, ſo were all; 
and if the Goſpel is and ought to be the Rule 
of Life, all that is foreign to it, and inconſiſtent 
with it, ſhould be lopp'd off without Mercy: 
Why then, I ſay again, did this intended Retor- 
mation end in a Compromiſe ? ye cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. If, therefore, ye have nor reſtored 


divine Worſhip to its primitive Purity, what | 


Reaſons can ye give for ſutfcring any Abuſe or 
Perverſion till to remain? None, none, that are 
8 | authorized 
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authorized either by Revelation or Common- 


Senſe; on the contrary ? Have not ye made a 
Craft of your High-Calling ? Have not ye ſtruck 


up a Bargain with Power, and ſtipulated, that 


Prelacy thould be inſlaved on one Hand, provi- 
dcd it might tyrannize on the Other ? you know 


you have, and have endeavoured to do what's im- 
poſſible, to ſerve both God and Mammon, or, ra- 


ther to deccive the Firſt, while-you really idolize 
the Laſt. No Wonder. therefore, that where 


gour Treaſures are, your Hearts are alſo ; or that 
you cry out, the Church! the Church is in Danger! 
when honeſt, and impartial Men pry into your 


Principles and Conduct, in order ro oblige you 


to a Modeſt and Apoſtolick Life, and to redeem 
themſelves from the worſt of all Yokes, which 


neither our Fathers nor we were able to bear, Tis 


in vain to call upon ſecular Power, or denounce 


J 


the Judgments of God on theſe Occaſions ; God 
never was, or will, or can be a Partner in Fraud 
or Tyranny ; and whatever you pretend of divine 


Periniſſion, it can be true in no other Senſe, than 
as Plagucs, Wars, and Famines are permitted to 
lay waitc the World. Then, as to ſecular Power, 
there is not any one Authority for any ſuch Ap- 
pcal, inthe whole Inftitution of the Chriſtian- Faith - 
Nay *tis apparently oppoſite ro the whole Current 
of its Doctrines, and the Example of the Meſſiah 

himſelf, and thoſe of his Apoſtles. Have you no 
Shame then, that you not only preſume, by all forts 


of Arts, to accumulate Power, Riches, and Ho- 
nour, even to the inſlaving your Benefactors; but 
call upon God and Man to puniſh them, when they 
| juſtly challenge you to make out a Goſpel Title 


to Either? I tel] you then you cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon; nor have you the leaſt Right to put a 


Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples, which neither 
9% Fathers nor wwe were able to bear. It 


"\ "0 | 


If Apoſtles were appointed, at firſt, to preach the 
Goſpel and Baptize as many as believed, they 
carried their Credentials with them -- Miracles, 
and the Holy-Ghoſt : But where are yours? or what 

one Excellency or Virtue are you privileged to 
| above the Laiety? or what peculiar Grace or Be- 
beflit have you to beſtow in Return for all thoſe 
you receive? It none, you ought to bluſh for What 
you already potleſs, inſtead of contending for 
more. Again, it theſe enormous Acquiſitions of 
yours were extorted by Violence, or procured by 
Fraud, the very Acquirement was unjuſt, and you 
have no Title to what you enjoy: If they were 
| beſtowed in Exchange for ſome valuable Conſide- 
RET ration, that Conſideration is the Tenure; which 
laälling, or witheld the Bargain's avoid: And if 
4 they were a Free-Giſt, then are. they to be looked 
| upon as the Generolity, Beneficence and Charity, 
1 ot a benevolent People; and ought to be received 
with Gratitude, and uſed with Humility -- But ge 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon : And for any Part 
of a Nation, or Community, to claim a Dieine- 
Right, to carve out to themſelves what Portion 
5 of their Brethrens Property they pleaſe, is to ſet 
L up a ſeparate Interett againſt the Whole, and che- 
Tith an inmate Enemy infinitely more dangerous 
and deſtructive, than any forcign one whatever. 
I muſt, therefore, once more remind you, that this 
Divine-Right of Property, and thoſe other eccle- 
ſiaſtick Prerogarives of Spiritual and Temporal 
Powers and Titles, are all of anti-chri/tian Growth; 
and are ſo far from being inſinuated (tho ever ſo 
remotely) in the Goſpel that they are utterly dif- 
claimed and forbid : But of all your Uſurpations, 
the Monopolizing the Word Church, 1s the moft 
dangerous, as being the grand Baſis on which the 
reſt of your pious Efe ae were founded; 
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it being appropriated in the Begining to all Be- 


- levers alike, and, to this Moment, belonging 
| alike to all, not to any Place or Order of Men 
Whatever, tho' doubly and trebly conſecrated, 
with Forms and Ceremonies innumerable, This 
leads me farther to enquire, What you mean by a 


Conſecration? Is there any real Virtue in it? Do 


| you really beſtow the Gift of the Holy-Gbof by 
laying on of Hands, as the pes did! 


or do you 
continue this Cuſtom only to convince the Peo- 


ple,-- that you might as well let it alone? If you 
might as well let it alone, and no Symptom of 

the Hohy- GHH follows it, or the Acceſs of any real 

Virtue; i; not the whole Affair a manifeſt De- 
ception to give an ideal Sanctity, to what is the 


mere Creature of the Law? 1 might fay abun- 


dantly more of Excomunication, your Faxes on 


_ Marriages, Life and Death, and many other ex 
traordinary Inſtances of ſpiritual Ledgerdemain; 
but that I haſten to a more refined Artifice, than 
is contained in Fither of the Others, * mean the 


Turn- Pike of Teſts which appears ro me ſet un 


as an additional Weight, to that Yoke, which nei- 


ther car Fathers nor we were able to bear. For my 
Part, I remember but one Thing of this Nature, 


thro' both the Teſtaments, the pronouncing the 
Word Shiiboleth, which was made an Inſtrument 
by one Part of Jſrael, to defirey the Other, I 


don't accuſe your preſent Snare, as a Teſt of this 


ſavguinary Nature. Bur, this I am fure of, you 


have as much Authority to trap Men's Lives, 


us their Conſciences, and, with the fame Reaſon, 
and Juſtice that you eſtabliſned this, you may 


multiply as many more Teſts as you pleaſe. 


Men, born equally free, and equally contributing 


to the Support of a Government, and the Peace 


of Society, are cqually intitled to all the Pri- 


Vileges 


* 


vileges of that Society, and the Favour, and 

Truſt of that Government; mere Matters of Faith 
and Speculation, not interfering in the leaſt with 
Obedience to the Magiſtrate, or the Welfare of 
the People. But, according to your Politicks, 
he that will ſwallow moſt Abſurdities, is the 
honeſteſt Man, and he that has the moſt Scruples, 
ought to be truſted the leaſt : Whereby you leave 
a Door open for your Enemies to conclude, that, 


tho' your Duty to Heaven is the Pretence, your 


Love of the World is the real Motive; and that, 
by excluding Men who conſcienciouſly fear an 
Oath, you have an Opportunity of leavening the 
whole Clerical Lump as you pleaſe. N 
In a Word, the Goſpel, in its primitive un- 
corrupted Purity, contains all of Religion that 


is of Importance to Mankind; to inforcethe Duties 


of Piety, Meckneſs, Humility, and Self- Denial, 
ſo warmly recommended there, by Example, as 
well as Precept, is your whole Province; And, 
till you are not only inwardly convinced of theſe 
Truths, but honeſtly confeſs them to the World, 
your Doctrines will be thoſe of Craft and Hy- 
pocriſy, not Reformation ; 90 cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. 'Tis in vain to talk of: Councils 
and Fathers; the bleſſed Meſſab plainly and 
clearly declared his own Will, and 'tis the higheſt 
Inſolence for any profeſſing his Faith, to preſume 
to make the leaſt Addition to it. Now, Church- 
Government has not the leaſt Authority from him, 
nay, is mani feſtly the Creature of Policy, not of 
Religion; of courſe, is in itſelf ſo perfectly in- 
different, that, as long as the Clergy behave with 
Integrity and Modeſty, and divine Service is ce- 
lebrated with Decency and Revercnce by the 
People, 'tis of no Importance after what Pattern 


tis modelled, On the other Hand, the Abuſe of WO 


it, 


H 


it, has not only deluged whole Nations with 
Blood, and ſaddened the Annals of Time, with a 
Series of Guilt and Miſery, but reverſed the very 


Nature, and End of Devotion; taught Men to act 
like Devils for the Honour of God, and utterly 
extirpated that beautiful Forbearance, Affection, 


and Charity, which ought to diſtinguiſn Reaſon 


| trom Brutality, and make the Tranſition almoſt 


imperceptable, from the Converſation of Men, to 
that of Angels. 


As, therefore, you never bring this terrible 


Engine, i into Play, but with Deſign to extract ſome 


additional Good out of the general Evil, is it not 


moſt amazing that any ſhould be found fo ſtupid, 
or ſervile, as to ſtoop to the Yoke, which was ſo 
gricvous to their Fathers? or to be made the 
Jools of deſigning Men, to inſlave and impoveriſh 
_ themſelves? For, whatever you gain, they loſe, 
and the ſame Inſtant that you become. Lords, 
they become Vaſſals -- ”Tis true, this Tameneſs 
and Subjection on one Hand, and this Grandeur 
and Haughtineſs on the Other, crept upon the 
World by Degrees, and Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion; firſt put on thoſe Chains, which Religion 
and Knowledge, muſt as gradually deſtroy — To 
conclude, were your Revenues and Lordſhips, 

your Authorities and Precedencies, your Teſts 
and Articles, your Forms and Devices to be 
_ eſtabliſhed now, the laſt and loweſt of the Peo- 

ple, would diſdain a Yoke, which neither our Fa- 
 thers nor we were able to bear ; or, to ſpeak more 


largely, If Fifteen or Twenty Thouſand Men, 


ſhould now demand to live exempt from the 


common Cares, Toils, and Services of Lite, in 
Eaſe, Indolence and Luxury; and not only that 


their Uſefulneſs to Society ſhould be thus totally 


2 off, but a Filth part of the Troger of Eight 
Millions 


( 63 ) 


Millions of People, ſhould be ſet aſide for their 
Support; if, to all this they ſhould farther inſiſt 
on being intruſted with Education, Manners, and 
Laws, thould challenge a Power over the Con- 
ſcience, and pretend to inflict Pains and Penalties, 
in caſe any Man preſumed to think for himlelt, 
ſhould arrogate Titles and Privileges apart from, 
and ſuperior to the ſecular Power, and ſhould 
confidently aſſert they had a Patent from God tor 
all this, which they could not produce, nor any 
Body ever ſaw, or the leaſt Record, or Memorial 
to authorize ſo aſtoniſhing a Claim: I ſay, if ſuch 
an aſtoniſhing Claim as this was now to be made, 
it would be impoſſible for the moſt arttul Practiſes, 
of the moſt artful Men, to preſerve themſelves 
even from the Reſentments it would inſallibly 
cauſe; much leſs be able to carry any one Arti- 
cle, or perſwade any one diſintereſted Perſon to 
be of their ſide · Neither would this ill Succeſs 
of theirs, be owing to the Growth of Infidelity, 
or any other chimerical Pretence which is uſually 
made to kindle the Fire of Perſecution, and ſa- 
crifice Reaſon and Common-Senſe; but to the 
Light of the Goſpel only — While Men had the 
great Fountain of their Religion in the Vulgar 
Tongue, it would be Labour in vain, to interpret 
Power, Wealth, Titles, and Luxury out of a 
Syſtem, which was ſet up in Contempt of Them 
all; and the whole People of the Earth would 
exclaim with one Voice, ye cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon i ---- If, therefore, ye will not reform 
yourſelves to Goſpei-Chriftians, at leaſt behave 
yourſelves with Decency and Gratitude to thoſe, 
who, tho' their Eyes are opened, ſuffer you ſtill 
to enjoy in Peace, what your Predeceſſors acqui- 
red by Rapine and Fraud. If the Church ingroſſes 
your firſt and principal Concern, let the Good of 
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the People be your Second! And, if temporal 
Power is fo irreſiſtably charming, at leaſt employ 
it to your Honour, and the Advancement of pri- 
vate and publick Virtue. N 


If you cannot prevail with yourſelves to lay 


aſide your preſent uſeleſs, or even obnoxious Cere- 
monics, why don't you revive ſuch as are ſelf- 
evidently grand, noble, and pudlick-ſpirited a- 


mong the old and obſolete ? 1 have read of one 


: eſtabliſhed by the moſt ſolemn Laws, never yet 
repealed, which 'tis your Duty, and would be 


greatly for your Honour, and even Intereſt to re- 
ſtore— the Reading Magus Charta, or the Grand 


Inſtrument of the People's Rights in your Church- 
es; this was ordained, that Liberty might go 
Hand in Hand with Devotion, as being of as 

much Importance to preſent er e. as Re- 
ligion to thoſe of Futurity. 

fore, have your Fellow- Subjects accept you for 


their Guides to the other World, loſe no Oppor- 


tunity of ſerving them in this! To preach the Goſ- 
pel of Liberty, and yet connive at Oppreſſion; 


to receive a magnificent Support from the Peo- 


ple, and yet become inſtrumental ot inflave the 


People; are as inconſiſtent with Revelation, 


as the Principles of natural Reaſon : and, if ſuch 
is your Practice, you will make very few ſincere 
| Converts to your Principle's ; Men muſt feel Be- 


nefits, as well as hear them talked of; and when 


Experience has taught them, who are their 
Friends, tis not poſſible by any Art, or even 
Force itſelf, to make them ungrateſu. 
Obſerve now, what a noble Sphere you have to 
act in, and how large a Commiſion to be ſervice- 
able to Mankind: On one Hand, intruſted with 
the Privilege of propagating the benevolent Du» 
tics of private Life; and, on the other, with 


expatiating on this grand, and venerable Depobit | 


O 


Would you, there- 


CU} 


of the Liberties of the Publick ; a Treaſure, you. 
were antiently injoined to preſerve as the Apple 


| of your Eye 5 nay you Were Commanded "You "wig | 


perfect in its. Origin, Contents and Uſe, and to 
make a matter of Conſcience, of explaining it, 
from Time to Time, to the People, that no Body 
might be ignorant of his Birth-Right, or be liable 
to be ſeduced, threatned, or bribed to give it a- 
Way; that the Fame, Virtue, and Sufferings of 
dhe illuſtrious Champions, who acquired and pre- 
ſerved to there Poſterity, might be ever before 
their Eyes; and the great and heroick Spirit, 
which animated them in Defence of their Coun- 
try, might live, not only in Memory, but Efte&t 
thro' all Generations.-— 5 „ 3 
Such was the generous Deſign of thoſe Magna- 
nimous Patriots: But fo ſoon and ſo effeQually _ 
did the Inſtruments of Power prevail, with theſe , 
falſe and corrupted Truſtees, to ſet it aſide, that 
ſcarce even in Tradition, do the Traces of ſo _ 
glorious a Cuſtom remain! From whence I muſt 
5 5 admoniſh you, that, both in Politicks and 
Religion, tis impoſſi ble to ſerve God and Mam 
Mon. 
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